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What are the changes around our school for September 2020?  

We as a community have one clear objective for starting back at school – Keep the virus out. If 

we can keep it out of the school building it can’t spread. If it does find its way into our building, 

we have to stop the spread immediately. The following measures are what we have put in place 

to make sure everyone in our care, staff and students, feel safe and are comfortable in our new 

way of living.  

The well-being of our children and staff is of utmost importance to us and the need for routine 

and learning is vital in their lives. We all need to pull together, act responsibly and do everything 

we can to ensure we can stay open and continue what we love doing – teach our children!  

In order to keep us as safe as possible, physical distancing is one of the most important 

measures we can take. This can be done in two categories: 

1. Increase Separation – keep a safe, physical distance from everyone at all times. 

2. Decrease Interaction – Interaction with other classrooms/people/visitors will not happen as 

we’re safer with the less people we mix with. 

Another of the very important measures we can take to stay safe is hand washing. 

Respiratory Hygiene is also a very important measure we will focus on for our return to school. 

We were very lucky in school when the news of Covid-19 came to light earlier on this year as we 

had hand sanitation units already installed and we also had invested in soap dispensers for every 

sink area. Lots of our rules for safety around the school had already been in use e.g. we walk on 

the right-hand side of our corridors. We have just added arrows to our flooring to remind us 

daily. We are extremely lucky to have big spacious classrooms where we can keep our 1m 

distance and have our separate entrances and a large outdoor area which gives us great space to 

play safely.  
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We have had to make decisions for the safety of our students and staff which feel unnatural to us. 

We have to close our gates and building off to parents and visitors to protect our children and our 

staff. We hope not to offend anyone by taking this measure but we know you will understand. 

What will the school day look like? 

- Our gates will be closed to traffic to ensure the safety of the children inside the gates as they 

make their way to separate entrances to the building. Unfortunately, any parents/guardians of 

children from 1st class up should not pass the gates unless your teacher has asked you to bring 

your child/ren in safely. If you need to book an appointment to talk to a teacher please use their 

school e-mail. E-mail addresses are at the end of this document.  

There is to be no congregation of children at the front door before 9am. We have a before and 

after school service here at the school so use it if you need it. 

Here is a list of where each classroom will enter and leave the building:  

Classes entering and exiting at the front main 

door:  

From Oct 6th 1st & 2nd Class girls use back 

main door 

1st & 2nd Class girls (Múinteoir Ann-Marie) 

Before and After School 

Classes entering and exiting at the entrance 

left of the school (beside the bike shed) 

Montessori 

Isolation Exit 

Classes using their classroom doors at the 

back of the school 

Junior & Senior Infants 

2nd boys & 3rd Class (Múinteoirí J & N) 

6th Class 

4th & 5th Class 

1st & 2nd Class girls (Múinteoir Ann-Marie) 

Every classroom will have a staff member at their door awaiting the arrival of the children in the 

mornings where children will sanitise on their way in.  

In our Classrooms 

- Our teachers/SNAs will look as familiar as always – we may be wearing visors/ face coverings 

where we cannot keep a 1m distance from the children 
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- Our classrooms have been cleared of all clutter to make sure we are using every space 

available.  

- Soft furnishings have been put away and stored in boxes for now 

- Our toys/ resources are all cleanable and will be safe to use  

- Where possible, each child will have their own resources and will not mix their resources with 

others (this will be seen more in classes from 3rd up where children need to keep 1m distance 

from each other in the classroom)  

- We will not collect books and have jobs where children will be walking around the room 

unnecessarily. Each child will have their own work station with their books, pencil case and 

lunch to hand. 

- We ask that each child leave their pencil case in school and have a second one at home for 

school work 

- We will see how it goes but we have no intention of giving any written homework for the first 

while. We are going to focus on Reading Eggs in our classrooms in the evenings for homework 

(I will send you all your log-ins again after week 1 via text message). We understand that our 

initial challenge will be getting the children into the school after being off since March. Any 

feedback is greatly appreciated on this.  

- We have decided to make our small break and big break 20 min sessions each (This used to be 

10min and 30min). This is a trial to see how it goes. We are lucky that our Astro Turf is 

completed and is making a major difference in the space we can use on our yard. Because of this 

we can have all of our classrooms out as normal – the only difference being that the classrooms 

will have their own zones – they will not mix with other classrooms. We will play with what we 

have always played with, just keep in our zones playing it. They will be able to see and wave at 

all of the other children on the yard – something we think is very important for their own well-

being.  

We have made a time-table for the use of the astro pitch area and hopefully you agree that our 

senior classes get more use of it during the breaks. We have decided as a staff that we will use 

our outdoor area as much as possible for exercise as well as our break times so although you may 

only see a classroom once on the list below there’s quite a possibility, they will be on the astro 

twice a day! We are delighted to ensure each classroom has a slot and we’re giving the senior 

classes more opportunity on it. 
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1st Break 4th & 5th  4th & 5th  6th Class 6th Class 6th Class 

2nd Break Infants 1st & 2nd  2nd & 3rd  4th & 5th  6th Class 

 

Collection at 3pm 

During the course of the day we are allowed 10 minutes for roll call and 10 minutes for assembly 

time. We are using this time before 3pm to start finishing up in our classrooms and will be 

asking the teachers to begin dispersal from 2:50pm to try and alleviate parking/ crowds of people 

outside the gates. We are asking the bus to run at 2:50pm. Set down for the bus will be at the 

black gates for 2:50pm. PLEASE DO NOT PARK HERE! Remember that to help alleviate the 

traffic congestion collection from school can be from 2:50pm – 3:10pm. Please let teacher’s and 

your own children know if you usually park towards the church. Walking and cycling have been 

encouraged by the Department but our roads are very unsafe. If you do wish for your child to 

cycle remember our rule – no helmet, no cycling! Children will be kept until 3:10pm and when 

all the traffic has dispersed our cyclists can make their way home safely. We may think of ways 

to keep the children safer on the pathways at morning and evening time but for know we’ll 

keeping on that and if you have any ideas please let us know, we’d be happy to hear them.  

Updated on September 2nd: 

Bus + 6th Class & Siblings 2:50pm 

4th & 5th Class & Siblings 2:55pm 

2nd & 3rd Class & Siblings 3:00pm 

1st & 2nd Class 3:05pm 

Cycling: If a parent/guardian confirms to us in writing that they are happy for their 

child/children to leave the school grounds at their classroom time we will release them at 

that time.  

Teaching and Learning 

We have been asked by the Department to put a lot of focus on PE and SPHE (Well-Being). We 

all know there are children that will come back without any worries or anxieties, they’ll be 
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excited to be back in routine and seeing their friends. We will have some children that are 

dealing with very different challenges; separation anxiety, fear and worry. This will be our focus 

for the next few weeks – making sure all of our children are happy and ok. We urge you and 

your child/children not to worry if you think everything that was learned is forgotten – that’s ok, 

it’s natural and you can be guaranteed you and your child/children are not the only ones!  

There will be a lot of lessons on hand-washing, sanitising properly, respiratory etiquette, 

cleanliness and when to wash hands/sanitise. We will be going outdoors a lot for brain breaks, 

movement breaks and getting fresh air if the weather allows us to and after that our focus will be 

English, Irish and Maths.  

This is new for us all and we hope you will be patient and help us to figure it out – your feedback 

on how your children are getting on is very important to us so please let us know. 

Special Educational Needs 

We are still awaiting guidance but as far as we are aware, we will run our Special Education 

Team in the same way we have always run it. We will have more cleaning in the rooms between 

sessions and the teachers will have Perspex sheeting on their tables for ease of teaching. The 

Department of Education has said that where a teacher misses any time in Special Education due 

to substitution emergencies, the hours will be given back to us to use at a later date. We will not 

be able to offer some initiatives like Literacy Lift Off, Get Up Stand Up, Zippy’s Friends for 

now. 

Ventilation in our Classrooms 

We have been encouraged to have plenty of ventilation in our rooms so windows will be open 

and doors will be open at lunch times to let the air circulate. 

School Uniform 

School uniforms will be as normal. 

Secretary/ Needing to get into the Office?  

Unfortunately, we can’t just drop into Mary in the office as we once did so remember you can 

phone, text or e-mail. Please  make any payments online via Aladdin or bank transfer or you can 

put monies in an envelope with your name and what it’s for on the outside and Mary will collect 



 

Page 6 of 9 
 

the envelopes at each classroom door when needed. She will then e-mail you a receipt to confirm 

that she has received the money.  

Training for Staff 

All staff have completed induction training online and completed the Return to Work Form 

(RTW) before coming back to school.  

Lead Worker Representative 

Our Lead Worker Representative appointed to the school is Laura Callanan. Our deputy LWR is 

Celine Burke. 

Display Signage 

We have plenty of signage around the school to keep us all safe and to encourage us to perform 

our daily tasks in a safe manner. 

Dealing with a suspected case 

Staff or pupils should not attend school if displaying any symptoms of COVID-19. 

If there is a suspected case of COVID-19 in the school building, the LWR should be contacted 

immediately. If the LWR is absent, contact the Deputy LWR.  

 The following outlines how we will deal with a suspected case that may arise in our school 

setting. 

Our designated isolation area is Room 3 within the school building. We are calling this room the 

‘Keep Me Safe’ room. The possibility of having more than one person displaying signs of 

COVID-19 has been considered and a contingency plan for dealing with additional cases is in 

place. The designated isolation area is behind a closed door and away from other staff and pupils.  

Our designated Isolation area has been moved to the front porch. All of the above still apply. 

If a staff member/pupil displays symptoms of COVID-19 while at school this is the procedure to 

be implemented: 

Staff Member 

1. If a staff member develops symptoms at school, put on a disposable mask and contact the 

LWR immediately. 

2. LWR will advise the affected person to avoid touching other people, objects and surfaces. 
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3. The LWR will establish by asking them if they are well enough to travel home 

independently.  

4. If the staff member feels well enough to travel home independently, they will be directed to 

exit the building using the isolation route. 

5. They will be advised to continue to wear the face mask and go directly home and contact 

their GP without delay. 

6. If a staff member is not well enough to travel home independently, or advice is required, the 

LWR will contact 112/999 and inform them that the sick person is a COVID-19 suspect and 

will follow advice given.  

Pupil 

1. If a pupil develops symptoms at school, contact the LWR immediately. 

2. The LWR will contact the parents/guardians. 

3. The child will be advised to cover their mouth and nose with a disposable tissue and 

accompany the LWR at a distance of 2 metres to the isolation room via the isolation route. 

4. The pupil can dispose of the tissue into the bin and the pupil will wait in isolation. 

5. As soon as possible, pupils will be brought directly home by a parent/guardian who will call 

their doctor and continue self-isolation at home.  

6. If they are too unwell to go home or advice  is required, the LWR will contact 112/999 and 

inform them that the sick person is a COVID-19 suspect and follow advice given.  

 

A word of advice: 

As we are all learning this new normal of containing the virus, we have to work together to stop 

the spread.  

If your child/children are unwell in the morning, please do not send them in. The way you can 

support us is by having a back-up plan in place and thought out. Please consider how you will 

manage collecting your child from school if they begin to feel unwell. Ensure we have up to date 

contact numbers and emergency numbers. 

The HSE will inform any staff/parents who have come into close contact with a diagnosed case 

via the contact tracing process. The HSE will contact all relevant persons where a diagnosis of 

COVID-19 is made. The instructions of the HSE should be followed and staff and pupil 

confidentiality is essential at all times.  
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Behaviour 

The staff feel that because we have missed out on so much time in school, we will be expecting 

super behaviour from our children where we will have no interruptions to a lesson. We need to 

work hard to catch up on things that have been missed so less distractions for everyone in our 

classroom is really important. We hope you will support us on this and urge you to read over the 

Code of Behaviour from our website. 

Toileting at yard time 

Due to access and supervision to the classrooms during yard times, the children will use the toilet 

either before they go out or when they come back into their classrooms. 

Seating in our classrooms 

Our children will have their own seats in their classroom beside their friends and it will be 

assigned when they come in on the first morning. We will try to keep them beside their buddies 

to make sure they will enjoy coming into school as due to the restrictions they cannot change 

seating until the mid-term break. 

Bubbles and Pods 

Bubbles and pods are fancy names for classrooms and groups! Our classroom is the bubble and 

the pod is the group in it! We naturally do this in our classrooms so please don’t get caught up on 

the new fancy words!   

Principal’s Cluster 

This year the teaching principal’s are entitled to one administration day per week – this has been 

asked for for many years and thankfully they have awarded us with some office time. The 

teacher awarded to cover this job is Hazel McDonagh and she will teach my class once a week. It 

will be the same day every week and once I know which day it is I will let you know. 

Principal’s Administration day is Monday. 

Muireann and the Board of Management.  
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School E-Mail Addresses 

The following are our e-mail addresses for contacting us, to set up a face-face meeting via zoom 

or phone call.  

Office: info@donaghpatrickns.ie 

Muireann: mcradock@donaghpatrickns.ie or principal@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Olive: obhreathnach@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Joanne & Niamh: joanneandniamh@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Ann Marie O’Neill: amoneill@donaghpatrickns.ie 

Laura Callanan: lcallanan@donaghpatrickns.ie 

Seán Lee: slee@donaghpatrickns.ie 

Éimhín Cradock: ecradock@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Orlaith Seagrave: oseagrave@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Marie O’Shaughnessy: moshaughnessy@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Celine Burke: cburke@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Helen Byrne: hbyrne@donaghpatrickns.ie  

Claire Burke: claireburke@donaghpatrickns.ie  

mailto:info@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:mcradock@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:principal@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:obhreathnach@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:joanneandniamh@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:amoneill@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:lcallanan@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:slee@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:ecradock@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:oseagrave@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:moshaughnessy@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:cburke@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:hbyrne@donaghpatrickns.ie
mailto:claireburke@donaghpatrickns.ie

